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“Dark They Were and Golden Eyed” Discussion Questions

1. Why do the Bitterings come to Mars?

2. Why could they not return to Earth?

3. How does Harry Bittering feel about Mars at the beginning of the story?  How does he react to the environment?  
4. If the Martians are all gone, how do you think the Earth people learned the Martian words and names for things? 
5. Why do you think that the humans wanted to rename the Martian landscapes after Earth places and people?

6. Explain the significance of the lieutenant at the end of the story paying more attention to the mountains of Mars than to the Captain.  (What do you think will happen to him?)

7. What is the mood (the feeling that is conveyed to the reader) of the story?  
8. Describe the tone (the writer’s attitude toward the subject).  
9. The author uses the imagery of the power of water and the sun to change things.  Give two examples of this and explain the effect.

10. The author chose the name Bittering for the family.  Describe the effect of their name choice.

11. The ending of the story is ironic.  Explain how.
12. What are some of the themes of the story?  
What is the author saying about the effect that people’s environments have on them?
What is the author saying about war?
What is the author saying about Colonialism or Imperialism?
What is the author saying about resistance to change v. acceptance? 
