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The top 10 ways to do your best.
1. The main thing you need to do is practice your reading, writing, and listening skills.  In all your content area and encore classes, read all of your assignments, listen carefully, and write down important facts and ideas.  The ELA is an assessment of your performance in all of these areas.  
2. Read fiction and non-fiction for entertainment and information.  Read for a minimum of 20 minutes a day.  Get an assortment of books and magazines out of the library to give you choices when you read.  Get in the habit, and you’ll enjoy it.
3. Take notes during all of your content-area classes.  Learn how to recognize important details.  Learn how to organize your ideas.
4. Write paragraphs using a T-L-F-L-F-L-F-C format.  A good paragraph is well-organized with sufficient, relevant details including direct quotes from the text.  
5. Learn how to format an essay with an introductory paragraph, two or three body paragraphs, and a conclusion.  Plan your writing using an outline.  Fill in the outline with details before writing the essay.  Planning and brainstorming are essential!
6. Know your literary terms, and be able to apply them to a new piece of literature.  Knowing the definitions is the first step.  Identifying examples and generating your own examples shows mastery.
7. Know the names and traits of the different genres in literature.  Be able to recognize and identify the genre of a new piece of literature.
8. Practice making inferences while reading and learning.  Remember to combine what you read with what you know to draw conclusions (It says, I say, and so . . .).
9. Learn the strategies for answering multiple-choice questions.  Some main strategies for the ELA are:  read carefully and actively, understand each task, identify “the distractors,” and go back to the text.  You are expected to re-read portions of the text as you answer the questions.  One reading is never enough.
10.  Try your best to get enough sleep, exercise (yes, that helps), and proper nutrition to learn and focus.   Take a deep breath and relax before taking the test.  
