	Sachem Phase II (Secondary) Common Core Template
Teacher:    Betsy Gennosa
Subject and Grade Level(s):     AIS 6/7 and Writing Workshop 8  “Unit 1: Literacy Connections”
                                                                                                       
  X     Please check here if you give your approval for all or parts of your lesson to be shared as an exemplar.


	Learning Objectives:

	To build background knowledge in science; to assess the students’ associations with reading and writing; to teach active reading skills, to assess students’ comprehension and vocabulary skills.


	Introduction/Motivation/Connection to Prior Learning:

	This is “Unit 1: Literacy Connections.”  Read, discuss, write, and connect with this introduction to the course.


	Vocabulary Explicitly Taught – Shift 6:  (Other words may be included in a glossary.)

	A. Content/Domain/Text-Specific Vocabulary 
(Tier III – Words specific to the text or field of study.)
neuroscience
carrion
	B.  Academic Vocabulary
     (Tier II – Words applicable to multiple content areas.)
accompany

regardless
alter
consolidate


	Texts and/or Sources for Close Analysis – Shifts 2 and 3:  
(For written sources (texts) include lexile or grade level if available.)                                                        

	NYTimes article:  “Learning Doesn’t Stop When You’re Asleep” published Aug. 27, 2012


	Outline of Direct Instruction:  
(Breakdown of  the reading task, vocabulary instruction, questioning/discussion, writing task/application, and closure.)

	See attached lesson plan.

	Questioning/Discussion Task – Shift 4 (Evidence-Based Questions):
Identify the theme(s) relating to the questions.  Include a combination of lower and higher level questions that require close reading and evidence from the text.  Questions should support student learning, encourage analysis, and lead to the writing/application task.  Include possible student answers/expected learning to encourage collaboration

	See attached lesson plan.

	Writing/Research or Other Application of Close Observation – Shift 5 (Writing from Sources) :

Content Area – persuasive or informational writing, or other evidence of close analysis performed by students.   

ELA – persuasive, informational, or narrative writing, or other creative means of responding to literature.   

Be sure to include one example of student work.  Encourage  students to include explicitly taught vocabulary.

	Summary of article, T-chart and journal entry

	Closure of Unit:

(Opportunities for students to share/present knowledge or other formative/summative assessments.) 

	See attached lesson plan.


Day 1:  RI.7-8.1-2,4 ,6,10; W.7-8.2, 10, 11; SL.7-8.1; L.7-8.4 
1. Greet students at the door with the article.

2. At bell, make sure all students are reading and marking the text.

3. Take attendance, fill in seating chart.

4. To assess comprehension, ask if anyone would like to summarize or make a comment.
5. To get all students “on the same page,” read the article aloud.

6. Ask students to write the summary and/or connections before we discuss them.

7. Discuss the meaning of the article, and the connections students may have.

8. Discuss vocabulary in context.

9. Preview the next lesson by reviewing tasks on the 2nd sheet.

10. Transition to class introduction, and introduction letter task.

Day 2:  RI.7-8.1-2, 4 ,6-7,9-10; W.7-8.2, 7-10, 11; SL.7-8.1-2; L.7-8.4
1. Greet the class with the letter from me to read independently.  Ask students to have article on desk as well as the letter.
2. After answering any questions about the letter, begin by going back to the article.

3. Review what was learned on Day 1.  Ask if anyone shared the article for “Reading Rewards.”

4. Reread the article or ask a student to read.
5. Use props (bell, flowers, dirty sock) to demonstrate the experiment, accessing concrete learning techniques.  Allow students to participate and “act out” the experiment.

6. Share information from websites about Pavlov.  

7. Discuss cartoons related to Pavlov.

8. Transition to T-chart writing activity in journals.

9. Discuss the journal entries and share the meaning of the connection: making positive connections to reading and writing to ensure that our associations are positive.

10. On board, write the positive connections students share.

11. Transition to letter from me.  Teach the structure of a friendly letter.

12. Use remaining class time to allow students to write the letter to me.

Closure of Unit:  

1. Share positive associations to literacy with all classes on a bulletin board.

2. Allow students to read letters to me aloud.
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