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Personal Narrative Essay Assignment

The person who has helped me become who I am…

The purpose of this writing assignment is to convince your reader that you are who you are because of the person you are writing about.

For this assignment you must write a minimum of FOUR paragraphs:

· Introduction 

· Body Paragraph #1

· Body Paragraph #2

· Conclusion

Length: Your narrative must be a minimum of two pages (typed and double spaced).

Directions:
· Choose one person you consider to have contributed the most to who you are as a person.  This person can be a family member, teacher, friend, neighbor, etc.  You can choose to include a specific name or not, but “no one helped me become who I am” is not an option!
· Once you have chosen the person you will write about, explain how this person helped you become who you are.  Discuss qualities/characteristics/actions of your person.  Express something specific to the reader that this person has done for you and use details.  Describe things you have done together and the type of person he/she is or how he/she makes you feel.

· Remember, a good paragraph has at least five complete sentences.  You should use many details, adjectives, and descriptive phrases.  Do not forget to “hook” your reader!

Your grade will come from the following criteria:

Focus – How clearly have you established your main idea?  Does your essay successfully establish your personality and connection to your subject?

Content – Does your essay have completely developed ideas, explanations, and anecdotes?
Conventions – Are your grammar, mechanics, spelling, usage, and sentence formation correct?
Organization – Do your ideas follow and relate to each other in a logical and effective way?  Do you use effective transitions?
Style – Does your word choice create a tone?  Are words carefully chosen?  Did you vary your sentence structure?
Process – Did you hand in all notes, drafts, etc.? Is it evident that you revised and followed the writing process?
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Grading Rubric

Focus:







1
2
3
4
5

Your narrative statement clearly establishes

its central idea in its opening paragraph, and

maintains its focus throughout the essay.  Each

paragraph is logically linked to the main idea.

Content:






1
2
3
4
5

Your introduction and conclusion are interesting

and exciting.  You have included details and 

literary devices that are effective in telling your story.

Organization:






1
2
3
4
5

Your ideas follow and relate to each other in a logical

and effective way.  Information is organized within 

the sentences and paragraphs.
Conventions:






1
2
3
4
5

Your narrative statement is written with no spelling

or grammatical errors.  It shows understanding of

the structure of a good sentence and paragraph.

Style:







1
2
3
4
5

Your sentences use words and language in a concise

and precise way that creates a picture in the reader’s

mind.  The narrative reflects your personal meaning,

opinions, or feelings.

Process:






1
2
3
4
5
Refers to evidence of revision, planning, and careful 
Work.  Did you follow the writing process?
Beginning (Introduction) – this is the “What?”





Hook Sentence:








Introduce the Characters:








Introduce the Setting:





Middle (Body Paragraphs) – this is the “So What?”





Body Paragraph 1:


Details:


1.


2.


3.





Body Paragraph 2:


Details:


1.


2.


3.








End (Conclusion) – this is the “Now What?”





Wrap it up:








Lessons learned:








Effective concluding sentence:








