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Do Your Best on Your Standardized Tests 
· There is no substitute for doing all of your homework and paying attention in class.  That is essential.  It is the constant attention to class that will help you to succeed.

· Study by rewriting notes, or by teaching a friend.  When you process the information in your brain, you will learn it better.  Just looking over your notes is passive.  Be active and you will retain the information.
· Go to after-school help every time it is offered.  Your teacher is the expert who wants you to succeed.  

· Look over old tests to know the format.  Find them on the HW help page of www.sachemreads.com.

· As you read the questions on the test, read carefully, highlighting and underlining key words.

· Answer all the questions in the test booklet before bubbling in your answers.  Focus on one thing at a time.  Bubble in your answers when you have finished answering the questions.  This way you are less likely to make scan-tron errors.
· When you don’t know the answer, don’t waste your time.  Mark it in your test booklet and go back to it when you have answered all of the easier questions.  You may encounter information later in the test that will help you.

Tips on Answering Multiple Choice Questions 

· Cover the options, read the stem, and try to answer it in your own words.  Select the option that most closely matches your answer. In other words, read the question before you look at the answer choices. Come up with the answer in your head before looking at the possible answers, this way the choices given on the test won't throw you off or trick you. 
· Read the stem with each option.  Treat each option as a true-false question, and choose the "most true."

· Eliminate answers you know aren't right. This will help you to focus on your reduced options.
· Read all the choices before choosing your answer.  Sometimes a “distracter” answer is in the beginning, and the correct answer is toward the end.
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If there is no guessing penalty, always take an educated guess and select an answer. 

· Don't keep on changing your answer; usually your first choice is the right one, unless you misread the question. 
· In "All of the above" and "None of the above" choices, if you are certain one of the statements is true don't choose "None of the above" or one of the statements are false don't choose "All of the above.”
· In a question with an "All of the above" choice, if you see that at least two correct statements, then "All of the above" is probably the answer. 
